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St. Joseph – Honey Creek Catholic Church

We at St. Joseph Parish share your joy, as you begin the preparation for the celebration of the baptism of your child. What a blessing! 
In this letter you will, hopefully, find many of the answers to the common questions we receive at St. Joseph regarding Infant Baptism. 
Our sacramental policies at the Parish have been adjusted in order to ensure an orderly and dignified celebration within the Catholic tradition and to avoid any problems or misunderstandings that can arise in planning a Church celebration. Please take your time to read through the information carefully. 
We feel blessed to have the opportunity to share this moment with you and as you prepare for this special day, please be assured of our support and prayers!
Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Eduardo Martinez

& 
The Pastoral Staff

PREPARIING FOR BAPTISM
Setting the date and time 

+ The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated the 3rd Sunday of each month, generally celebrated by one of our Deacons. The Baptism schedule is as follows:

· English – 11:00 AM following the 10:00 A.M. Mass 

· Spanish – 1:30 PM following the 12:30 P.M. Mass.

+ Baptisms are scheduled on a first-come, first served basis. 
+ For more information please contact the following in the church office:

· English Baptisms -- Frances Coale 830-980-2268 Ext. 259

· Spanish Baptisms – Yolanda Olson 830-980-2268 Ext. 266.
+ Only the parents or legal guardians of the child can make arrangements for the celebration of the sacrament. 

+ If your child is 7 years of age or older, he/she must attend a special program. Please contact our Director of Faith Formation, Mauricio Romero 830-980-2268 Ext. 255.
When Baptism may not take place
+The season of Lent is penitential in nature and we discourage the celebration of baptisms during this season, if at all possible. These are ordinarily the weeks from mid-February through early April, before Holy Week and Easter. 
Documents
+ If you want to baptize your child you need to submit to the church office:

· A  completed a Baptismal Registration Form (found on church web-site)
· An original copy of the child’s Birth Certificate
+ Archdiocesan policy and required documents for godparents are as follows: 

· Must be 16 years old or older 

· The parents of the child cannot be the godparents.

· Godfather and Godmother are preferred. Godparent must be Catholic with all the sacraments of initiation. 

· Give testimony with his/her life in the practice of the Catholic Faith and would encourage his/her Godson or Goddaughter to do the same

· Photocopies of Baptism, First Communion & Confirmation

· A photocopy of the sacramental marriage certificate, if married

· A Letter of Good Standing from their parish of registration, if not registered parishioners at St. Joseph – Honey Creek
Parish Requirements 

+ In order to celebrate the sacrament with us, our Parish requires some formation and spiritual preparation. Therefore, if you have not attended a Baptismal Preparation Class for Parents and Godparents in the last three (3) years, you will need to do so. The classes at St. Joseph – Honey Creek are as follows:

English – 3rd Monday of the month from 6:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.  

Spanish – 3rd Saturday of the month from 9:00 A.M. – 11:00 A.M.

· If you attend the Baptismal preparation in another church, a proof of attendance must be presented. 

· Present all documents in a timely manner; at least one week before the Baptism all documents need to be in Parish office before the baptism can be scheduled. 
Parish Offering

+ It is a long-standing custom of the Catholic community to make a special offering to the Church for the celebration of the sacrament. 
+ The usual suggested donation for a Baptism is $ 60.00. You are always welcome to give more as the spirit moves, perhaps proportionate to the other expenditures for the celebration of the sacrament, but that is up to you.

+ If you wish to provide a separate offering or gift to your Parish Priest or Deacon, you are free to do so. If you have invited a special priest or deacon from outside of the parish to be the presider for the sacrament, you will want to make a point of giving him a monetary gift for his time and guidance. 

Policies for Photographer & Videographer
+ Any liturgical celebration should be planned with dignity, grace and respect. Therefore, it is essential protocol for the photographer/videographer to check in directly with the Deacon to clarify during what parts of the sacrament you are allowed to take pictures, where you are or are not permitted to go, and advice as to where you might obtain some of your best pictures without disrupting the ceremony.

+ The Church is a sacred place of prayer; it should not be regarded as a studio. At all times, photographers & videographers are asked to respect the dignity and decorum of the Church. 

+ Remember that no altar furniture, altar decorations, flowers, or environment arrangements may be moved or altered in anyway. This is our home and our sacred space; we know you will want to respect both us and our home. 

Other Policies: 

+ We kindly request that everyone will come on time.
+ If requested, the Deacons or Priest will be happy to bless any religious articles you may bring after the liturgy.
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